
Skype or FaceTime Interviews 

 

Since these are economical ways to conduct interviews, without travel costs, many institutions 

are using them as a first step to narrow down the field to a few finalists who are then brought to 

campus for face to face interviews. 

1. Practice.  Practice and test your technology in advance, even if you have done it before. 

Have a friend interview you and check the following: 

2. Background. Don’t have a pile of dirty dishes in the sink behind you. Plan your location 

to have an attractive or neutral background. We have created a room (conference room) 

for skype interviews with a university banner on the wall behind, which makes a 

professional background. 

3. Background noise. Don’t have distracting sounds like fire engines, loud traffic, children, 

or the neighbors blaring TV. Select a place or time that minimizes background sounds. 

4. Camera angle. No one wants to see up your nose. Eye to eye contact is better. 

5. Chapstick. Make your lips look better. 

6. Push-ups. Do a few before the interview to get some blood flowing and your face a little 

rosier. 

7. Dress the part. Wear a suit or appropriate attire as if you were going face to face. Don’t 

wear a jacket and tie and boxers. 

8. Prepare. Just as you would for a face to face. Do your homework, have questions for 

them, etc. Arrive early and send a thank you note. This a preliminary heat to make it to 

the finals. 


